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WESTCOUNTRY RIVERS

Lydia Deacon - Evidence and Engagement Officer
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“Working throughout the South West to help restore
and protect the water environment in the

Westcountry for the benefit of people, wildlife and
the local economy”



Land management advice
On-farm measures
Minimising pollution at source
Maximising farmer efficiency

Enhancing ecological health

Risk assessments

Modelling

Monitoring

Reporting

Citizen science programme

Bankside and in-river
habitat works

» Gravel cleaning

» Fish pass

» Tree coppicing

» Bank erosion measures

Fish surveys and rescues

School and university visits
and workshops

GIS courses
Educational talks

Internships




Recreation

) e

‘*‘f Wellbeing

-

-

‘. Flood Defence

p
oV
P
S
Ty
.m
X
c
-
-

-

X

e
g




RURAL ISSUES
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Monitoring Habitat Farm Advice/
works Works
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..and informs further risk modelling at higher resolution

Catchment-scale o SCIMAP
risk assessments A

joritisati ; Erosion Risk Hydrological Connectivi
allow pncc:frltlsatlon e ion Ri ydrologi ty
subcatchments...
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...and SCIMAP undertaken on a subcatchment or
even farm-scale can identify specific areas
requiring interventions
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Monitoring Habitat Farm Advice/
works Works



Continuous in- Telemetered Historic
situ monitoring




Monitoring allows pollution identification and quantification

Detailed spot sampling allows quantification of pollution
and thus prioritisation of sub catchments to guide
landowner engagement...
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Data is used to help inform and engage landowners
= | L -

This benefits the environment as well as the
farmer/landowner's business
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PREVENTING PLASTIC POLLUTION (PPP) wrtorg.uk f:)
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WESTCOUNTRY CsSlI

Aims:

* To educate and engage people with the water
environment.

« To produce data that can be used to target
work and identify degrading water bodies.

« To spot pollution events which can be dealt
with as quickly as possible.

» To create a network of catchment

communities that are invested in their local
environment.
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Citizen Science Investigations
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‘f ) . Westcountry CSI Scorecard 2020
CS| N Lower Culm, East Devon
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Mental health and wellbeing:

Pollution Spotting:

» Rivers and natural environments have a proven positive effect on our health and wellbeing.
* Good excuse to get out!

» Network of educated ‘eyes, ears and noses’ able to spot pollution and report.

» A growing number of cases of CSlers pursuing change.

“Hopefully we have solved the source of
cheese waste at the factory now the
land drain has been removed and the
repair completed in the factory where
the effluent was getting into the ground

North Devon Environment Officer (EA)

L
CPPRTN

“Any evidence of impact of any kind
related to the SWW Menagwins
discharge is valuable
(observations/photos of rag,
discolouration or CSI| reports) ... and we
will consider this as part of our ongoing

compliance investigation into this site.”

Compliance Investigation (EA)




“Taking part in the WRT CSI project has been incredible. | originally
signed up thinking it would be interesting to see what state our parish's
watercourses are in... but crikey it has been so much more. Now | reflect
that it has given me the opportunity to REALLY observe a local patch
through the different seasons, to immerse myself in nature and spend
some time to listen to the water babbling, trickling or stopping... and to
understand the critical role our watercourses play in connectivity for
nature. But it has also allowed me to feel a glimmer of hope and
ownership of being part of a group of people who are keen to make a
small difference and this fights my eco anxiety. Thank you WRT for
creating such a brilliant citizen science project.”

cou, Kate Morley - CS| Volunteer, Culver Brook, East Devon
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- blockages are a common cause of poliution

7. Sign up to Westcountry CSI
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